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Rabbi Andrew Terkel is named Be The Narrative’s first CEO  
New national nonprofit connects Jewish and non-Jewish peers  
to increase understanding of Jewish people and customs  
 
ST. LOUIS --- Rabbi Andrew H. Terkel has joined Be The Narrative as its first CEO, according to John 
Kalishman, co-founder of the new 501(c)(3) nonprofit.  
 

Founded earlier this year, Be The Narrative is a national organization that supports Jewish 
educational programs that connect Jewish and non-Jewish peers to increase understanding of Jewish 
people and customs, while building teen leadership skills. 

 
Prior to joining Be The Narrative, Rabbi Terkel managed programming and recruitment for temple 
youth groups participating in NFTY, The Reform Jewish Youth Movement, a national initiative 

supported by the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ). He assumed that role after serving as Director of 
Year-Round Programs at the URJ Greene Family Camp in Texas. Earlier in his career, Rabbi Terkel 
served as an Assistant Rabbi at Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim in Charleston, S.C.  

 
In his new role, Rabbi Terkel will direct the national expansion of Student to Student®, an 

educational outreach program created by the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) of St. Louis 
in 1992. Be The Narrative acquired Student to Student from the JCRC earlier this year.  
 

“Rabbi Terkel’s background in experiential, youth-led educational programming will be invaluable as 
we introduce the Student to Student program to many more high school students across the 
country,” said Kalishman.  

 
“We were especially impressed by Rabbi Terkel’s success not only in making Judaism accessible, 
engaging, and inspiring, but also in helping Jewish teens use their voices and grow into leaders,” said 

Be The Narrative co-founder Joe Pereles.  
-More- 
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A native of Oklahoma, Rabbi Terkel was ordained by the Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of 

Religion in Los Angeles, where he also earned a certificate in Jewish Non-Profit Management. His wife 
Hannah, a St. Louis native, is Assistant Director of Hillel at Washington University in St. Louis.  
 
About Be The Narrative 
Launched in early 2022, Be The Narrative is a national nonprofit organization that aims to create 

enduring positive perceptions of Jewish people through interactive educational outreach programs 
that connect Jewish and non-Jewish peers. More information is available at BeTheNarrative.org.  
 

About Student to Student 
Student to Student, Be The Narrative’s flagship program, brings together high school students from 
different branches of Judaism to share their personal stories in high schools with few or no Jewish 

students. Independent research finds that students who attend a Student to Student presentation 
report leaving with greater knowledge of and more positive attitudes toward Jewish people and 
Judaism.  
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