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New nonprofit Be The Narrative is launched to expand  

Student to Student Jewish outreach program nationwide 
 
Jewish organizations in Boston, Detroit and Nashville 
will be among the first to license the program under Be The Narrative’s direction 
 
 
ST. LOUIS --- St. Louis is now home to a new national nonprofit charged with bringing a proven 

Jewish educational outreach program created here to the national stage.  
 
Be The Narrative, the new 501(c)(3) organization, aims to increase awareness and understanding of 

Judaism and Jewish people and culture by licensing the Student to Student® program to Jewish 
organizations in other cities. Be The Narrative recently acquired the rights to the Student to Student 

program from the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) of St. Louis, which developed and 
operated the program for 30 years. 
 

Through Student to Student, teens representing different branches of Judaism share their personal 
stories in high schools with few or no Jewish students. During the 2021-2022 school year alone, 304 
Jewish teens made presentations to 6,808 non-Jewish teens at 91 public and private high schools.  

 
Independent research, including a study conducted by LS Associates in 2019, finds that students who 
attend Student to Student presentations demonstrate a better understanding of Jews and Judaism, 

increased awareness of religious and cultural differences, and a greater desire to interrupt antisemitic 
comments and stereotypes.  
 

Increased demand drives push for national expansion 
While the Student to Student program has been a popular fixture at school districts across the St. 
Louis area since 1992, interest from Jewish organizations elsewhere has grown substantially in recent 

years, coinciding with a rise in antisemitic incidents nationwide. 
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Between 2017 and 2020, the JCRC used grants from The Natan Fund, a national Jewish foundation, 

to support Student to Student’s startup in nine other cities, including Washington, D.C., Chicago and 
Dallas. 
 

Founding Be The Narrative to be the platform for the program’s future expansion was the brainchild 
of co-founders John Kalishman and Joe Pereles, both former board chairs of the St. Louis JCRC.  

 
“Managing a local program is different from undertaking a national expansion,” explained Kalishman. 
“We recognized that meeting growing demand would require resources and skills that were beyond 

the scope of our local JCRC.”    
 
In addition to assuming the responsibilities as licensor for existing Student to Student programs, Be 

The Narrative will now begin rolling out the program to new licensees in Boston, Detroit, Nashville 
and Bloomington, Ind. 
 

Value of Student to Student  
“Student to Student has proven to be an excellent vehicle for sharing the story of Judaism and 
creating enduring, positive perceptions of Jewish people,” said Pereles. “But it offers other benefits as 

well.” 
 
“By empowering Jewish teens to share their own personal stories, the Student to Student program 

helps build leadership and public speaking skills,” said Pereles. “Not only do these teens humanize 
the Jewish religion, but they also learn from and create connections with their peers from other 
branches of Judaism.”   

 
Be The Narrative and the national expansion of Student to Student will be led by Rabbi Andrew H. 

Terkel, who was recently named CEO of the new nonprofit. Rabbi Terkel reports to the Be The 
Narrative Board of Directors, which includes Kalishman, Pereles and Rabbi James Bennett, all of St. 
Louis, and Lauren Fryefield of New Jersey. 

 
About Be The Narrative 
Launched in early 2022, Be The Narrative is a national nonprofit organization that aims to create 

enduring positive perceptions of Jewish people through interactive educational outreach programs 
that connect Jewish and non-Jewish peers. More information is available at BeTheNarrative.org.  
 

About Student to Student 
Student to Student, Be The Narrative’s flagship program, brings together high school students from 
different branches of Judaism to share their personal stories in high schools with few or no Jewish 

students. Independent research finds that students who attend a Student to Student presentation 
reports leaving with greater knowledge of and more positive attitudes toward Jewish people and 
Judaism.  
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